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PROJECT 1
BYBLOS ART HOTEL‘VILLA AM'ST Design team : Alessandro and Francesco Mendini,

Alessandro Busci, Massimo Caiazzo, Young-Hee Cha, Elena
H OTEL Dagnino, Bruno Gregori, Dorota Koziara, Roberto Marane,
V R 0 N A Michela Pagani, Debora Passaleva, Giovanna Malteni,
Emanuela Morra
Design : Atelier Mendini Landscape design : Gianfranco Paghera
Architectural refurbishment project : Iglis Zorzi
Restoration of paintings and dcor : Maria Cirelli Bruni
Client : Byblos Art Hotel
Location : via Cedrare, 78, 37029 Corrubbio di Negarine
(Verona), ltaly
Total floor area : 6,000 n
Completed data : Sep. 2005
Photo offer : Henri del Olmo
Editor : Shin Ji Hye

Atelier Mendini 1
‘Alassandro Mendini, the architect, was born in Milan in 1931] He vias®
gditor of the magazinesiCasabella, Modo and Domus. He is especially
interested in neo-modekn and.contemporary design. Hasdesigns
objects, furniture, interiors and installations. In 1989 he and his
brother Francesco set up Atelier Mendini inMilan, designing the
Alessi and the Forum-Museum at Omegna, two underground stations
and the restoration of the Villa Comunale in Naples, Italy, a tower at
Hiroshima in Japan, theGroningen Museum in The Netherlands and
the Mendini Gallery in Germany, and other buildings in Europe.

Suite Byblos, the redesign of period fumiture and fabrics was executed with particular aﬁanf}['pn to color schemes
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The large villa, featuring a 16th-century faade by Michele Sanmicheli, had been abandoned for quite

some time before receiving its minute renovation. The villa has now been the object of meticulous
: historical refurbishment regarding its architecture as well as its paintings and dcor. Restoration was
) completed on the central and most monumental part of the villa, and also on its two towers, its
church and its farmhouses. The gardens offer a variety of seductive landscape perspectives that
include fountains, a swimming pool and a health spa (Istituto Dominique and Henri Chenot).

. Inside, there is a large room dominated by a Venetian chandelier and others that feature elaborate
i ceiling work and murals. There are also two conference rooms, three dining areas for the enjoyment
jnt gastronomical cuisine (one of which is outdoors) and a large cellar for wine-tasting.
_ | Approximately seventy rooms and suites of various sizes and characteristics were built into the villa,
' - among them a presidential suite and several special artistic suites (Wunderkammern) that are
\ furnished in a particularly expressive style. The hotel's interiors are based on a formula that
} designates a meeting-point between three different figurative genres:

|

51. The redesign of period furniture, fabrics and drapery was executed with particular attention to
1

;color schemes giving contemporary interpretation to 16th and 17th-century iconography as seen in
E interiors depicted in Venetian paintings.

I!2. The introduction of highly selected design objects (furniture, lamps and famous pieces) that are
i part of an actual design collection: cutlery by Gio Ponti, furniture by Saarinen, wooden tables by
i Frank Lloyd Wright and Aldo Rossi chairs for the wine cellar. Like in a museum, all items are labeled.
53. Throughout the common and private rooms, a sophisticated collection of contemporary art is
i displayed the result of a dedicated passion for art on behalf of owner Dino Facchini and his daughter
:' Masha. Works by Anish Kapoor, Vanessa Beecroft, Giulio Paolini, Mimmo Rotella, Sol Lewitt, Beatriz
EMillar, Begoa Montalbn, David Tremlett, Jean Michel Othoniel, Sandro Chia, Arnaldo Pomodoro,
; Takashi Murakami, Fulvia Mendini, Valerio Adami, Robert Indiana, Cindy Sherman, Luigi Ontani,
Sissi and other (emerging) artists can be admired in Hotel Amist. The bar lounge interior is based on
the work of artist Peter Halley.

Attentive juxtaposition of these most diverging visual elements transforms the interiors into
fascinating set designs with the precise scenic formulations of a museum. They were expressly
created to result in an exceptional interpretation of the hospitality concept. The monumental summer
villa was brought back to its original baroque splendor and will immerse guests in neo-baroque
country surroundings enriched by the contrast between images of the past and the future. This
intriguing presentation turns the Villa into strange and dreamlike stage where visitors are stimulated
to identify with the illusion of ancient magnificence.

Several of the most characteristic pieces of furniture and objects that were exclusively designed for
the hotel (chairs,cushions, fabrics, silverware, candelabra, plates, cups and the bar/TV cabinet) have
been made into a “Villa Amist” cnllzecﬁon‘ Text by Alessandro Mendini (5)
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A sophisticated collection of contemporary art is displayed the result of a dedicated passion for art
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aurant, private dining area with Vanessa Beecroft's picture




1 MAIN DINING AREA
2 BREAKFAST AREA
3 BUFFET TABLE

4 SECONDARY ENTRANCE
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RESTAURANT PLAN

Main facade Wine cellar
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1 ROOM 19 TO 36
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TYPICAL GUEST FLOOR PLAN



 Suite Mendini's island




Suite Mendini's island

Rendering
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4TH FLOOR PLAN
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3RAD FLOOR PLAN
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1 ENTRANCE

2 HALL

3 RECEPTION

4 ATTENDED AREA
5TV AREA

6 AMMINISTRAZ AREA
7 CONFERENCE ROOM
8 BAR

9 GUEST ROOM

10 DRAWING ROOM

11 SUITE MENDINI'S ISLAND

12 SUITE BYBLOS



